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1.1 Program Description 

 
The Ocean Friendly Gardens Committee of Isla Vista Surfrider founded Isla Vista 
Compost Collective in the Fall of 2017, with a goal of enabling more residents in Isla 
Vista to compost locally while educating them about composting at the same time. 
As of Fall quarter 2019, IVCC now services 96 houses in Isla Vista and plans to 
continue to expand its services throughout the academic years to come. We 
currently have a waitlist of over 100 houses and we aim to provide this free-service to 
as many residents and university students in Isla Vista as possible, with a goal of 
reducing food waste and introducing composting to everyday life. This mindset will 
transfer to other eco-conscious habits, such as gardening and buying in bulk.  

1.2 History 

 
Isla Vista Compost Collective (IVCC) began taking shape in the fall of 2016. A team of 
five passionate members of the Surfrider Foundation’s Isla Vista chapter united with 
the common mission to divert food waste from our local landfill--the Santa Barbara 
County Tajiguas dump--which is expected to reach capacity by 2026. As a result, the 
team set out to establish a food scrap regeneration program, which has manifested 
into a community compost collective--Isla Vista Compost Collective. 
 
In working closely with representatives from the Santa Barbara County’s waste 
management unit Marborg, the founders of IVCC established a synergistic 
partnership. Each week, Dirtriders would pick up food scrap bins from each 
participating house in Isla Vista and dump the contents into a larger bin sponsored 
by Marborg. In turn, Marborg would send a pick up truck each week to carry the 
contents of the larger bins to their county compost facility. 
 
While planning with Marborg advanced, IVCC founders began to work intimately 
with the Isla Vista Parks and Recreation District (IVPRD) to secure a workspace for 
washing buckets and storing bins. With little to no budget, these five founding 
members of the IVCC sourced and scraped down old gallon buckets to reuse as food 
scrap bins for houses. They assembled a cart bike for the Dirtriders to use to pick up 
food scrap bins from houses. Most importantly, they volunteered their time to 
test-run the program by working for free as Dirtiders. 
 
The pilot period lasted nearly six weeks, serving ten houses in the spring of 2018. The 
operation was an utter success and has expanded exponentially. In the fall of 2018, 




